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of manners should we see among the people! It is sanctity that possesses
the art of softening the heart and subduing all the powers of the soul
An edifying life proves the preacher sincere, and is alone a sermon which
obstinacy itself will find it hard to hold out against; it stops the mouth of
the enemies of truth and virtue. The life, vigour, and justness of a dis-
course are the fruit of wit, genius, and study, but unction in words is
produced only by the heart. A man must be animated with the Spirit
of God to speak powerfully on divine things; the conversion of hearts is
the work of God,

The following feasts are celebrated on December 14 :

ST FINGAK. AND HIS COMPANIONS, martyred in Cornwall, in 455, are commemorated in Ireland
on this date: ST NARCISSIUS, Archbishop of Rheims and his COMPANION MARTYRS : and ST
SPIRIDION, a native of Cyprus, who kept sheep and made such use of his occupation as it afforded
him opportunity for progressing in virtue, that later he was ordained.

DECEMBER 15

ST EUSEBIUS, BISHOP OF VERCELLI
(A.D. 371)

[From the fathers and ecclesiastical historians of the fourth century. See Tillemont, Ughelli,
t. iv. p. 1044; Ceillier, t. v. p. 440; Orsi, lib. adv.; Fleury, lib. xviii. n. 14, 16, and 41,
lib. xv. n. 30.]

ST EUSEBIUS was born of a noble family, in the isle of Sardinia, where

his father is said to have died in chains for the faith.   His mother, whose

name was Restituta, being left a widow, carried him and a daughter she

had, both in their infancy, to Rome*1    Eusebius was brought up in the

practice of piety and in the study of sacred learning, and ordained lictor

by St Sylvester.   We know not by what accident he was called to Vercelli,

a city now in Piedmont.    He served that church among the clergy with

such applause that the episcopal chair becoming vacant, he was unanimously

Chosen by the clergy and people to fill it.   He is the first bishop of Vercelli

whose name we know.    St Ambrose assures us that he was the first who

in the West united the monastic life with the clerical, living himself, and

making his clergy in the city live, almost in the same manner as the monks

in the East did in the deserts.   They shut themselves up in one house with

their pastor, and exercised themselves night and day in a heavenly warfare,

continually occupied in the praises of God, having no other ambition than

to appease his anger by fervent and uninterrupted prayers.   Their minds

were always employed in reading or at work.   The holy bishop saw that

the best and first means to labour effectually for the edification and sanctifica*

tkm of his people, was to form a clergy under his eyes, on whose innocence,

piety, and -zeal in the functions of their ministry he could depend.   In this

design he succeeded so well, that other churches earnestly demanded his

1 St Ambr. Ep. 63, p, 1038; St Hier. in Catal. a. 96.